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An interesting fact from the history of

Chilton Foliat is that, once upon a time, we

had a village fire engine.  It was not much

by modern standards, being horse drawn

and manually operated, but nevertheless

we had a means of attempting to put fires

out, so we were probably better off than

many villages of comparable size in the

nineteenth century.

Parish Council records show that in 1769

Dorothy Bethell donated a fire engine and

£100 in unspecified stock to pay for repairs

and maintenance to it and for men to be

trained to use it.  It is said that a building to

house it was constructed in 1831, although

no record of this appears to exist now.  Until

the early part of the twentieth century the fire engine was still available for use, although how fre-

quently it was required is not known.  The pictures of the destruction of the five cottages near the junc-

tion with Leverton Lane in c. 1919 which have survived do not appear to show its use; that fire was

attended by the brigade from Hungerford.

Although it was clearly still in working

order, judging by the photograph at the top

of this article (reprinted by kind permission

of the Wiltshire and Swindon Archive

(WSA) in Chippenham), by the early 1930s

a decision was taken to retire the fire en-

gine and the Parish Council at the time do-

nated it to Swindon Museum in 1934.  The

WSA has a letter from the Curator of the

museum dated 5 October 1934 thanking

the Parish Council for the donation.

Since 1985 the fire engine has been in

Coate Agricultural Museum at Coate Water

in Swindon.  Sadly, the Coate Agricultural

Museum has been closed to the public from around the same time and so our fire engine has not been

seen for some years, although we do have a photograph of it looking rather sorry for itself.

2019 will be the 250th anniversary of its original donation.  It would be nice if it could be cleaned up,

restored if necessary and brought back to the village, even if only for a few days, to celebrate that

landmark.

Any amendments or additions to this brief story will be gratefully received.
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